BAARRAAT PROCESSION.                   385

state of bustle as the bride's, though of a very
different description, as the preparing for the
reception of a bride is an event of vast impor-
tance in the opinion of a Mussulmaun. The
gentlemen assemble in the evening, and are
regaled with sherbet and the hookha, and en-
tertained with the nautch-singing and fireworks
until the appointed hour for setting out in the
procession to fetch the bride to her new home.

The procession is on a grand scale; every
friend or acquaintance, together with their ele-
phants, are pressed into the service of the
bridegroom on this night of Baarraat. The
young man himself is mounted on a handsome
charger, the legs, tail, and mane of which are
dyed with mayndhie, whilst the ornamental
furniture of the horse is splendid with spangles
and embroidery. The dress of the bridegroom
is of gold-cloth, richly trimmed, with a turban
to correspond, to the top of which is fastened
an immense bunch of silver trimming, that falls
over his face to his waist, and answers the pur-
pose of a veil, (this is in strict keeping with
the Hindoo custom at their marriage proces-
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